
 

 

 
Lunchtime Webinar 

 

Groundwater Control for Excavations 
& Earth Retaining Structures 

Dr Stephen Thomas (OGI Groundwater Specialists)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date:  Tuesday 7th November 2023 

Time:  13:00 – 14:00 (lunchtime webinar) 

Venue: Microsoft Teams Online Event - Click here to join the meeting  

Synopsis 

This presentation describes various techniques for the Management and Control of Groundwater during Civil 

Engineering Projects that require the lowering of water table/ piezometric head to provide ground stability. The 

presentation contains practical case studies which illustrate the safety and cost benefits of a robust Management 

& Control system, together with describing the detrimental impact of poor groundwater control. 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_MWFiNGU5NDYtZGYxOC00ZGRkLThkY2ItNzVhOWY3ZDZlNTFm%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%252287c38de1-7677-4ae8-b543-17ff79c50890%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522832e332a-9ebf-4eb1-a2e8-f76fff76d170%2522%257d&data=05%7C01%7CRuth.Kelly%40amey.co.uk%7Caee92c2779d64647661108dbc35a3bbf%7C87c38de176774ae8b54317ff79c50890%7C0%7C0%7C638318564529289228%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FReiY3vKa9aGESrWF5qR0S7l6sbPgkz8DIiPszflMWg%3D&reserved=0


 

 

 

 

Biography 
Dr Stephen Thomas is Founder Director of OGI Groundwater Specialists Ltd. He is a Fellow of 

the Institution of Civil Engineers, an elected member of the Executive Committee of the British 

Geotechnical Association and an Honorary Fellow at the University of Durham. Starting his Civil 

Engineering career in 1976, he has completed over 300 geotechnical, water & groundwater 

projects delivered in the UK, Europe, Brazil, USA and the Middle East. Supported by 10 years of 

university education in Swansea, Durham and Oxford, Stephen delights in developing 

innovative solutions to overcome major engineering challenges. After three years working in 

the United States and six years at Oxford University, Stephen founded OGI in 1989 to provide 

specialists services in the field of groundwater and geotechnical engineering.  

 

 

 

 

 

NI Geotech Group Calendar 2023-2024 

Date Time & Venue Title 

19th September 
2023 

13:00 
Online lunch webinar 

Primark, Belfast: Out of the Ashes 
John Keane (DBFL Consulting Engineers)  

& James McNeill (Quinn Piling) 

17th October 
2023 

19:00 
The Pavillion, Ormeau Rd, Belfast 

Social Event – Quiz Night 

7th November 
2023 

13:00 
Online lunch webinar 

Groundwater Control for Excavations  
& Earth Retaining Structures 

Stephen Thomas (OGI Groundwater specialists) 

16th January 
2024 

13:00 
Online lunch webinar 

Trackbed Stabilisation Techniques 
Colin Hedderly (Irish Rail) 

5th February 
2024 

18:00 
Online evening webinar 

A83 Rest and Be Thankful – Improvements 
Atkins / Transport Scotland 

12th March 
2024 

18:00  
In-person, location TBC 

Data analytics for embankment settlement prediction 
Paul Sargent (UU) / Faisal Siddiqui (Amey) 

16th April  
2024 

13:00 
Online lunch webinar 

Earthwork Asset Management 
David Harrigan (Translink), Ruth Kelly (Amey) 

 Follow updates and join the discussion on our LinkedIn page 

Dr Stephen Thomas 

MSc, MBA, DPhil, FICE, 

CEng, Eur Ing 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/northern-ireland-geotechnical-group/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/northern-ireland-geotechnical-group/

